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Dear Attorney General John Ashcroft,

Today, thereisanew and real threat to voters, thistime coming from touchscr een voting
machines with no paper trails and the computerized purges of voter rolls.

In 2002, Congress passed the wrongly- named "Help America VVote Act" which requires every
state to computerize, centralize and purge voter rolls before the 2004 election. Thisis the very
system which the state of Florida used to remove tens of thousands of eligible Africant American
and Hispanic voters from voter registries before the Presidential election of 2000.

The Act also lays aminefield of other impediments to voters: an effective rollback of the easy
voter registration methods of the Motor Voter Act; new identification requirements at polling
stations; and perilous incentives for fault-prone and fraud-susceptible touch-screen voting
machines.

We, the undersigned, demand security against the dangerous "Florida-tion" of our nation’s
voting methods through computerization of voter rolls and ballots. Computers were part of the
problem in Florida, not the cure. We, the undersigned, hereby demand that NO voter be purged
from centralized voter rolls without proof positive that the voter isineligible. We also demand a
halt to further computerization of balloting until such methods are made unsusceptible to
political manipulation, fraud, and racial bias.

Signed,

Martin Luther King I11
President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference

Greg Palast
Author, The Best Democracy Money Can Buy
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