
Recent Elections: A Partial List of Incidents Reported in the News

2002: 90 voting machines
won’t accept votes for

Mayor candidate

2002: Putnam county
voting computers tally

all votes wrong

2003: Akron
tabulation machines

malfunction

2003: Computers
miscount

write-in votes

2003: Computers subtract
one in every 100 votes
cast for one candidate

2003: Computer
counts 140,000
votes for only
19,000 voters

Don’t Let Democracy Disappear on Your Watch!

2002: Computer chip error
hands the election to
the wrong candidate

2003: Machines won’t
start; voters write votes

on make-shift papers

2002: Computer glitch applies
votes to the wrong name.
Corrected by manual recount

2003: Touch-screens
fail to count 12,000
out of 48,000 votes.

2002: Manual recounts,
after programming errors,

show 13 outcomes changed

2003: Machine vendor
uses uncertified software

without notifying authorities 2003: Touch-screens
overheat and
break down

Help ensure valid results in future U.S. elections

Contact all your state’s U.S. Representatives
and ask them to co-sponsor H.R.2239.

Contact your Senators and ask them to
co-sponsor S.1980.

In all states,
elections are becoming increasingly computerized.
Votes are counted by secret software the public cannot inspect,
there is no way to know that the votes were counted as voters intended,
and paperless voting machines make meaningful recounts impossible.

For more information, see

www.verifiedvoting.org

Pass H.R.2239 and S.1980

These bills must be passed soon
after the new session of Congress
begins in January. Otherwise,
millions of voters in the 2004
election may never know if their
votes actually counted, and paper
records will not be available for a
meaningful recount.

Last May, Representative Rush Holt (D-NJ) introduced
“The Voter Confidence and Increased Accessibility
Act” (H.R.2239) into the House of Representatives.
In December, Senator Robert Graham introduced a
companion bill (S.1980) into the Senate.

The bills require that every voter must be allowed to
verify a paper record of their vote before the vote is
cast. The paper records would be preserved by election
officials in case a recount is necessary.

2004: Voting computers
lose 134 votes;

winning margin is 12 votes

2002: Voting computer failed
to count 22% of votes in

Broward County


